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The subdivision of Lalitpur lias since 1801 A.D. boon apart of the Jhdusi 
district. I t comprises 1,937 square miles including 134'09 square miles of reserved 
forest. It is bounded on the north by Jhansi proper and Gwalior State, on the 
east by the Orchha and Bijawar States and by the S.iugor district of the Central 
Provinces, outlie south by Saugor, and on the west by Saugor and the Gwalior 
State. 

It is divided into two tali sib for revenue purposes, Lalitpnr and Malironi. These 
tahsils are further subdivided into parganas. The subdivision has been assessed 
by parganas. The statement below gives the parganas composing each tahsil with 
their areas (excluding reserved forest):— 




Number 

Number 

Area. 

Name of tahsil. 

Names of parganas composing it. 

of 

of 


In square 
miles. 


villages. 

mahiile. 

In acros. 

( 

Tnlbelut ... ... 

IOC 

100 

1,60,370 

264-Ci 

Lalitpur ... 1 | 

Jlaiisi ... ... ... 

50 

00 

1)0,002 

140-63 

Lalitpur ... ... ... 

108 

180 

2,78,372 

4£»4>’9«j 

L 

lJalabehat ... 

81 

85 

00,922 

142-U7 

( 

JJaupur ... 

116 

118 

2,05,334 

320-83 

Malironi ... < 

Mtihroui ... ... ... 

02 

03 

96,582 

150-92 

l 

Maranra ... ... 

102 

162 

2,23,281 

348-88 


Total ... 

7 54 1 

777 

11,53,872 

1,802-93 


The subdivision lies between longitude 78°-12 , -20" cast, and 79°-2 , -15" east, 
and latitude 24°-9'-30" north and 25°-14' north Its shape is roughly that of a 
parallelogram. 


2. In the south of the pargana are the outlying spurs of the Central Indian 
Vindhyan plateau, and there is a steady slope from the south to the north. Conse¬ 
quently the general direction of the rivers is from the south to the north. Lalit- 
pur town, which is roughly speaking in the centre of the subdivision, is 1,219 
feet above the sea level. Talbehat in the north is 1,014 feet above the sea 
level. The highest tracts of the south of the subdivision approach 2,000 feet 
above the sea level. The principal river is the Betiva, which skirts the west 
of the subdivision. Its principal tributary, the Jaroni, rises in Saugor, receives 
the Sajnara and Shahuad, aud finally flows into the Betwa in the extreme north 
of the subdivision, The Sor aud Narairt are minor tributaries of the Betwa, 
running through the south-east of the subdivision. The river Dh.ns.rn touches 
the subdivision along its south-east border and is fed by the Roni, which traverses 
the Maranra pargana. There are well-marked watersheds between the Betwa 
mid the Shah/ad, between the Skalizad and the Sajnara, between tbo Sajriam 
and the Jumni, aud between the Jamui and the Dhasan. These watersheds are 
intersected by numerous torrents which find their way into the main rivers. 
These rivers all cease to flow in the end of the hot weather and are composed of isolated 
pools, except in a year of exceptional rainfall, but in the rains they are imposing 
bodies of water. . The torrents rarely run continuously even in the rains. 

The chief physical feature of the south of the subdivision is the outlying 
scarps of the Vindbyas. From the flat black soil plains in the south these wooded 
scarps rise at a steep incline to a height of about 100 feet. There is no descent as 
the top of the scarp is the level of the plateau which the scarp edges. A few miles of 
plateau is succeeded by another scarp, followed by another plateau, i series of broad 
terraces being thus formed. The soil of these terraces is chiefly Rack where culti¬ 
vated and owned by zamlud&rs, as in tbo bulk of the Balubehnt pargana, and chiefly 
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red in reserved forest. North of the outer scarp commences the huge black soil 
tract, which occupies the south centre and south of the subdivision, with the excep¬ 
tion of a strip of red soil in the east of the Mahroni and Maraura parganas. North 
of tho black soil tract, after a thin belt of mixed soil villages, the red soil tract 
commences and continues to the extreme northerly limit of the subdivision. Par- 
gana Balabehat, the larger portions of parganas Maraura and Lalitpur aud large 
blocks of parganas Mahroni and Banpur are composed of black soil. Parganas 
Talbchat aud Bansi and most of Banpur, with smaller portions of Mahroni and 
Maraura, are rod soil in character. Portions of parganas Mahroni and Lalitpur have 
been classified as composed of mixed red and black soils. I give below the areas 
of the black soil, mixed soil, red soil and alluvial soil tracts in the subdivision :— 


Black soil tract , 


... 4,37,731 Acres 

or 

C83-96 

square miles. 

Mixed 

do. . 

«• ... 

... 84,4(18 do. 

or 

13108 

do. 

Bed 

do. 


... C,07,733 do. 

or 

940'58 

do. 

Alluvial 

do. , 

*• IK 

... 23,037 do. 

or 

8740 

do. 



Total 

... 11,53,872 Acres 

or 

1,802'92 

square miles. 


This differentiation of tho subdivision into red and black soil tracts is a most 
important ono for revenue purposes, as all black soil villages must be classed as 
precarious whilst red soil villages are stable. 

The geological structure of the soil is as follows:—An underlying basis of rock, 
over which is a rod gravelly soil, known as patri, which is the main soil of tho red 
soil tracts. The patri is in some places covered by a thin clay stratum known as 
dumat in rod soil tracts, but often called patri in black soil tracts by the villagers. 
In the black soil tracts the clay is to a great extent overlaid with a stratum of black 
earth, known commonly as black cotton soil, which is a network of cracks and holes 
when left uncultivated. This earth abounds in fragments of' katikar, and is supposed 
to be an alluvial deposit. When tho stratum is thick and of good quality, it is known 
as moti aud when thin aud of inferior character it is known as dumat. Moti, dumat 
and patri have been adopted as the three natural soils in the soil classification of the 
subdivision, but, as is above oxplained, dumat iucludes the clay Btratum and also 
the inferior black cottoii strata. 

Hills are rare in tho black soil tracts, and where existent are usually truncated. 
In the red soil tracts they are tho most marked feature of the landscape, and usually 
cud in a long sharp serrated edge at the top. Both the red and black soil tracts, 
especially the former, are very stony, and numerous huge boulders of stone are met 
with strewn about at random in all parts of the subdivision. 

Along the west of pargana Lalitpur is a strip of land about half a mile to a 
mile in breadth, covered by the Betwa when in high flood in exceptional years. This 
laud is known locally as “ sonru ” and can bo kept tnore stealily under cultivation 
than the bulk of the land of the subdivision. Alluvial action is seen to a slighter 
exteut in tho other parganas along the banks of the Betwa and the other larger rivers. 

The forest area of the subdivision is large, 134 square miles being Government 
reserved forest. Out ol the total area of the subdivision, abou t one-fifth only is cul¬ 
tivated. Some of tho remainder comes under cultivation every five or six years, but 
the large extent of fallow, inuuh of which is nover cultivated, gives tho subdivision 
a deserted appearance, and one’s first impressions of it arc; of huge tracts of scrub jungle 
with patches of cultivation. The soil is too poor for the growth of timber, and the 
chief forest products are wood for agricultural implements, gums, and wild fruits. 
The trees aro stunted, and even in Government forests somewhat sparse in many 
places, owing to the extreme unproductiveness of the soil. 

Cattle are numerous aud the manufacture of ghi is considerable. The chief fodder 
grasses aro musol (Iaerlema laxum ) which grows in dumat and moti, guncr (Anthistiria 
scandens ) found chiefly in dumat, aud lain pa (Hateropagan contortua) found in patri. 
Of these, muscl is the most valuable as fodder. 
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J. 1). LaTolcue, Esq,, 
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F. W. BROWNRIGG, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board op Revenue, 

N.-W. Provinces and Oudii, 


The CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, 

N.-W. Provinces and Oudit, 

Revenue Department, 


Dated Naini Tdl , the 30 th September 1S90. 

Str, 

I am directed to submit the Anal report on the revision of settlement in 
Lalitpur, with a review by the Commissioner of Allahabad, the printed copy of 
which was received in this office on the 8th instant. 


2. Since 1891 Lalitpur has been a subdivision of tho Jhfinsi district. Jts 
physical features have been interestingly described in the Settlement Officer’s report. 
Fur revenue purposes it is divided into two tahslls, Lalitpur and Mahroui, comprising 
seven parganas, which have been separately assessed and reported on. The total 
area, as returned by tho cadastral survey which preceded settlement operations, is 
1,153,872 acres, or 1,803 square miles, exclusive of 134 square miles, Government 
reserved forest laud. Out of this, as much as 437,734 acres, or rather more than 
a third of the whole, is contained in the black soil tract which monopolizes the 
southern portion of the subdivision, and is conspicuous for the precarionsnoss of its 
cultivation and its susceptibility to tho inroads of kilns. The area actually under 
cultivation was found to be 276,804 acres, in which are included 3,8S1 acres 
revo.mic-free, or less than a fourth of the total area. Iu an ordinary fully-developed 
district, more than half the entire area is under cultivation. The figures indicate 
a decline of 19,157 acres on the cultivated area of last settlement 30 years 
ago—a not uunatural result of the vicissitudes through which the district has passed 
during the last few years. No less than seven out. of the 10 years antecedent to the 
Completion of survey were, from one cause or another, seasons of serious agricultural 
depression, culminating in the famino of 1303 fasli and 1304 fasli; and not only 
has the actual plough area declined, hut there has also been a marked falling off 
iu the extent of land devoted to the more paying rabi crops, out of which rent 
aud revenue are ordinarily met. Tho area under the hiss valuable kharif crops, 
which at last settlement stood at 212,399 acres, has since then risen to 252,125 
acres at the recent revision. At the census taken in 1891 the population of the sub¬ 
division was returned at 271,213, representing a density per square mile of 14T57. 
The corresponding ligure at last settlement, was 201,52S. Duriug the currency of 
revisioual operations the Settlement Officer had a rough census taken, the results of 
which gave r. population iu 1898 of 239,430. Even allowing for the decrease fairly 
attributable to tho distress which prevailed duriug the decade preceding settlement, 
there would thus appear to have been an increase of about 17 per cout in the 
population during the bust. 30 years. 

3. Here, as indeed generally speaking throughout the whole of Bundelkhand, 
it is not land, but tenants who aro at a premium. It is this factor, no doubt, which 
accounts for the refreshing absence of litigation in this subdivision, to which the 
Settlement Officer has drawn attention iu paragraph 16 of his report. There is little 
or no competition for land ; and tho Bundela landlord, however powerful ho may be, is 
forced to treat his tenants with consideration, and to allow them considerable latitude 
in the amount of rent they are prepared to pay to him. For the first year of his 
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cultivation a new tenant pays either a nominal rent, or none at all. If a tenaut makes 
a well, he is permitted to hold the land which is irrigated from it at dry rates for five 
or six seasons. In a rental system based so largely, as it here is, on mutual agreement, 
it is scarcely surprising to find that tho significance of occupancy rights is more 
ofteu than not inadequately appreciated. There is, too, a marked absence of distinc¬ 
tion between the rates of rent paid by occupancy and by non-occupancy tenants. 
The prevalence of jt&hikdsht, ix. cultivation by an inhabitant of one village in an 
adjoiuing village, has also been commented on by the Settlement. Oilieer, and fre¬ 
quently introduces nn additional element of insecurity into the assets of an estate. 

4. Tho spread of kilns in recent years, which is alluded to at length in para¬ 
graph 2 of the report, is a natural enough result of bad seasons. Nothing but steady, 
persistent cultivation avails to keep this pest in check. In lands devoted to wheat, 
and in the home lands of the village, it is successfully kept under. Elsewhere, iu the 
black soil tract, it grows rampant, effectually hindering endeavours to expand tho cul¬ 
tivated area and at the same time retarding the due development of rents. It is said 
to run in cycles of 10 to 15 years’ duration, and at the present moment the subdivision 
is suffering severely from one of these periodic outbreaks. Prolonged flooding, 
steam-ploughing, abundant use of' manure, are all suggested as possible remedies for 
land so affected; but a scanty population, and necessarily spasmodic cultivation, are 
predisposing causes which must be removed before any radical euro can be effected. 
As a set-off to the ravages of this weed it is satisfactory to note that the area reached 
by water iu the red sod and mixed soil tracts shows a tendency to increase, and there 
has been some development to record in that portion of the subdivision where red 
soil prevails, 

5. The Commissioner and the Settlement Oflicor have called attention to tho 
extent to which proprietary rights have changed hands since last settlement. The 
total demand on properties transferred during that period amount, to ouc-eighth of 
the whole revenue assessed on the subdivision. In view of the fact that tho assess¬ 
ments then made were often unequal in their incidence and were frequently pitched 
at a higher figure than they should have been, and that tho figures on which this com¬ 
putation is based probably include in some instances transfers of tho same land on 
more than one occasion, the recorded alienations can scarcely be considered excessive. 
It is at least a matter for some congratulation that there is no marked tendency for 
the land to pass out of the hands of the hereditary land-owning communities into 
those of tho professional money-lenders. 

6. It was scarcely to he expected, in view of the series of misfortunes through 
which the subdivision has passed iu recent years, that the present revision should 
prove a financial success. That the results are not worse than they are is no doubt 
largely attributable to tho advent, of the Indian Midland Hailway, which has been 
opened since 18b!). Its value in (lie development of the country, and as a protection 
against famine, lias already been Severely tested. Over a largo portion of the sub¬ 
division, in as many as 207 out of 777 matells, the agricultural calamities whieb 
preceded the years of record (1808 fasli and 1804 fasli = 1894-96) had so contracted the 
cultivated area and depreciated the assets, that it was found impossible to propose assess¬ 
ments which could safely take effect for the whole 30 years’ period of settlement. 
In them, therefore, the demand imposed was fixed for live years only. Tim expiring 
revenue on these estates had boon Rs. 57,91!), which was reduced by tho Settlement 
Ollicer to lis. 41,957 (inclusive of Rs. 3,221 nominal rcveuuo), indicating a decrease 
of 27'0 per cent. A t the same time a normal demand was framed, aggregating 
Rs. 60,167, which, it is hoped, may eventually be found applicable. Should the figures 
of 1310 fasli (1902-8) justify the immediate imposition of this final demand, it will come 
in to force from the following year. In the event of tho villages concerned not having 
fully recovered by then, further revisions of settlement will take plan.; from tirne 
to time, as Government may decide, until they are ready to pay the normal demand. 
Iu eight nnihdls in pargana Balabelmt the initial revised demand is to remain in 
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force for three years only, at Us. l,790j rising at tho oml of this period to Its. 2,010, 
for the remaining term of settlement, affording an enhancement of 2h7 on the revenue 
hitherto payable. As the final demand here is based on well-ascertained data, no 
subsequent inspection has been considered necessary. In the remaining 502 mahdls 
settlement for the usual 30 years’ period is recommended. The results of assessment 
in them are as under:— 



Actual. 

Nominal. 

Total. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Es. 

inspiring demand ... 

... 1)7,337 

£7,753 

1,25,090 

Revised demand 

... 1,05,431 

29,700 

1,35,221 

involving a rise of 8*31 per cent 

on the actual 

expiring demand. 

The amalgamated 

figures for tho whole subdivision 

are— 




Actual. 

Nominal. 

Total. 


Rs. 

P.S. 

Ks. 

inspiring demand ... 

... 1,50,610 

34,016 

1,84,002 

Revised normal demand 

... 1,02,yn 

34,484 

1,97,398 


The increase on the actual expiring demand is 8T6 per cent. The accepted assets 
upon which the assessments have been basod are Rs. 4,02,479, of which 49'05 per cent 
is taken as revenue. They have been based, as a rule, on the tenants’ cash rental 
for the year of record, assumption areas being valued at circle rates, or modified 
circle rates corresponding closely with rents actually realized. In 1300 fasli 
(1898-99), the first; year of the now settlement, the realizable demand assessed on all 
villages stood at Es. 1,41,182, representing a reduction of Es. 9,134, or 0-00 per cent 
on the expiring demand. 

7. Mr. Hoare deserves credit for the thoroughness with which he has per¬ 
formed a difficult task, and the Board recommend that the sanction of Government 
be accorded to his proposals for the settlement of the subdivision. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sie, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. W. BEOWNRTGG, 

Secretary. 



From 


To 


No. ™. OF 1S9D. 

i—i 

F. L. PETRE, Esq., I.C.S., 

Commissioner, Allahabad Division, 


Tee SECRETARY to the BOARD of REVENUE, 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 


Bated Allahabad, the 4 th August 1899. 

Sir, 

With reference to your endorsement No. dated 25th July 1899, I 
have the honour to say that a printed copy of the final report on the Lalitpur settle¬ 
ment only reached me on (he 29th July 1S99. I hasten to submit such few remarks 
as seem called for on Mr. Hoare’s report. 

2. Of the total area of the sub'division somewhat more than one-third consists of 
black soil villages, which are notoriously unstable and which have caused the roal 
difficulty in the settlement. It has been on them, mainly, that the misfortunes of the 
last few years have fallen, and it is they that are subject to the ravages of Mns. Mr. 
II oaro, on page 5.5 of his report, has given a clear account of this grass and of the 
causes which favour its growth. It Is just as well, I think, that such a description 
should be put on record lor the instruction of officers going for the first time to 
Bimdelldmnd—the 1 ionic, iu these Provinces, of Mns. It brings out clearly how 
leans flourishes as n, consequence of misfortunes which, at first sight, do not seem 
intimately, connected with it. The great cause appears to be the disappearance of 
wheat and its replacement by khnrff crops, and this is a natural consequence of 
famine, rust and other calamities which render the cultivators unable to afford the 
more expensive cultivation of wheat. Steam ploughing, I think, was tried years 
ago in Banda, and was not a success. Some account of the various calamities wi ieh 
have befallen the sub-division is given on page 5 of the report, liail, ill-distributed 
rains rotting the kharif crops, rust caused by excessive rain in the cold season, 
famine, and Cholera have all done their share of damage. If Mr. Hoare’s rough 
census can be accepted as fairly accurate, as I think it probably may bo, wc find 
that there have Lea u the following decreases since 1891 in population:— 


Agricultural 

Noil-agricultural 


Decrease. 

22.M0 

12,043 


Percentage to 
population of 

1891 . 

13 - 4 , 

ll'G 


Total 


31,783 


These figures speak for themselves, especially when regarded in connexion with the 
rise in papulation between last settlement and 1891. 

8. The changes in the areas held, as proprietors, by the different castes, as 
shown in the table on page 7, are loss than might have been expected. Still 
nearly 59,090 acres have passed from the hands of Thdkars of all classes taken 
together. B inniits held about 30,000 acres more than at last settlement. Brahmans 
about 8,000, and Kd/jedks nearly 7,000. The total area, however, has decreased owing 
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to exclusion of Government forests, which very possibly were chiefly shown formerly 
against Thiikur villages ad joining them. Lalitpur, as explained by Mr. Iloare, is not a 
place where the money lender is over likely to find it to his advantage, or even safe to 
supplant the Thakur landowner on liis land. 

4. Tenures in Lalitpur are apparently complicated only in the ease of revenue- 
free and nbari (enures. The question of these holdings is still before (Government, 
and no doubt the whole matter will shortly be placed on a definite footing, which it 
can hardly be said at present to occupy. 

5. In Lalitpur, as in most other parts of Bundelkhand, the demand is for 
tenants and not for land, of which there is enough and to spans available. The 
cniisci]uenoe is that rents are practically always fixed by agreement, and that Kent 
Court litigation is reduced to a very small amount indeed. There is probably 
no other eipial area in the Provinces when; the number of notices of ejectment under 
section ilG has been so low us 111 in 1C years. 

G. The method of assessment is fully described by Mr. Iloare in his para¬ 
graph 11 and the difficulties which have cropped up are clearly shown. Five 
hundred and sixty-two villages were assessed for the full term of settlement, 
whilst 207 were left liable to periodical inspection and revision of assessment till 
the demand fixed as normal can safely ho imposed. Only eight villages wore assessed 
on a reduced jama for three years. One consequence of these arrangements will ho 
that it will be desirable to have an officer of considerable experience in charge of the 
sub-division as on him will fall the brunt of the work of inspecting and assessing. 
With a district the size of Jliansi, it is obviously impossible for the Collector to 
undertake this duty. 

7. The financial results of the settlements are an immediate reduction of the 
demand by Kb. G, 1 o 1 or fi'OG per cent. When, however, the final jama is reached 
by progressive stages, there will be an increase of 8-1H pur cent, on the expiring jama, 
Mr. Iloare mentions that the kharff kl-st had been collected in pargana Lalitpur; 
and I may add that I understand that the whole sub-division is now clear for the 
rain kist, a distinction which, is shared by no other district in this Division. With 
the numerous safeguards in the way of rovisablu jamas in the unstable villages, there 
seems to be no objection to a GO years’ settlement. Financially, the settlement has, 
no doubt, not been a good investment for Government; but, in Lalitpur, there are a 
good many other considerations of more importance than the exaction of the fullest 
possible demand. 

8. Mr. Iloare has brought to notice the services of his assistants, and especially 
of Mr. Goiulge. What I have seen, in appeal, of the letter’s work seems to he most 
conscientious and careful. 

Of Mr. Iloare’s own excellent work it is unnecessary for me to speak in com¬ 
mendation, as the Board and Government have had more ample opportunities than 
I have of judging of its excellence. 

I have the honour to be, 

Win, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. L. I’ETKE, 

( Jo'll bit ', 'isrf toil.c 
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of 1899. 


RESOLUTION. 


Revenue Department. 


Dated Allahabad, the 13 th November 1899. 

Read— 

2G90N. 

. Letler No. — dated 30th September 1899, from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh, submitting the Final Settlement Report of the 
Lalitpur sub-division, Jh&nsi district, by Mr. H. J, Hoarc, I.C.8., together with a review 
thereon by the Commissioner, Allahabad Division. 

Observations. —The revision of the former settlement of the 
Lalitpur sub-division of the Jhausi district, which had been extended 
from twenty to thirty years, was decided on in 1893. The statistics 
showed that the re-settlement of the sub-division would not be finan¬ 
cially profitable to Government; but a revision was considered advisable 
on administrative grounds. The village maps had been condemned as 
worthless; the record of rights required complete revision ; the status 
of the holders of land on certain privileged tenures, peculiar in these 
Provinces to Lalitpur, required to be determined ; and, above all, serious 
irregularities in the existing assessments called for redress. 

2. A new survey was carried out, chiefly by tho agency of the 
patwdris under professional supervision. The records have been revised, 
the assessments of estates held on privileged tenures have been care¬ 
fully considered with reference to the conditions on which each is held, 
and orders have been issued defining more clearly than had hitherto 
been done the conditions of these tenures. The cost of the settlement 
operations alone was Rs. 90,141, which falls at Rs. 50 per square mile 
of total area. The operations were protracted by the famine, or the cost 
would have been less. The expenditure on survoy has not boon stated, 
and information on this point should now be supplied. 

3. The assessment operations were carried out at a time vtben 
the sub-division was suffering from serious agricultural depression, 
caused by a long succession of unfavourable seasons, and it was 
found impossible, in tho case of a large number of villages, to impose 
a long term settlement that would be fair to Government. The 
arrangements made to meet this difficulty are described in paragraph 11 
of the Settlement Officer’s report. In the sub-division as a whole 562 
villages have been assessed for the full term of settlement, and to these 
may be added eight others, in which a reduction from tho full revenue 
fixed has been allowed for a short terra of three years. In 207 villages 
a normal demand was fixed ; but a lower revenuo was proposed for five 
years, and the normal demand will not bo imposed until on inspection 
the villages are found to have attained a normal standard of cultivation. 

4. The former demand, omitting nominal assessments, was 
Rs. 1,50,616, and the full demand proposed for the new settlement will 
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amount to Es. 1,62,914, when, the assessments of the villages in which 
a temporary reduction has been given have reached the normal amount 
now proposed. The increase, which will not, however, be realized 
unless the tract recovers its prosperity, is Es. 12,298. The immediate 
result of the operations, owing to the temporary reduction of assess¬ 
ments in a number of villages, is a decrease of Es. 9,134. Tho agricul¬ 
tural depression, with a consequent decline in assessments, occurs chiefly 
in the black soil tracts; in the red soil tracts, which extend over 
rather more than half the sub-division, the villages have, on the 
whole, improved, and it is in these villages, as a rule, that enhancement 
of revenue has been found possible. 

5. Owing to the precariousness of most of the cultivation and the 
recurrence of cycles of good and bad seasons, revenuo assessments in 
Bundelkhand present greater difficulties than in any other part of the 
Province. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees in the Board’s appreciation 
of the thoroughness of Mr. Hoare’s work, and he confirms the assess¬ 
ments (except in cases where a shorter period has been especially pro¬ 
posed) for thirty years as recommended by the Settlement Officer. 


Order, —Ordered that a copy of this Eesolution be forwarded 
to the Secretary to the Board of llevenue, North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh, for the information of the Board. 

J. 0. MILLEE, 

Chief Secy, to Govt., N.- W. P. and Oudh. 
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Cattle are sometimes grazed in kans grass when otlicr fodder is scarce. It is 
useless for any purpose except thatching or for bedding for animals when dry. 
This grass exercises such a baneful influence on all black soil tracts that any report 
would bo incomplete without a note ou it. It is a tall, thin grass varying from two 
feet to six feet in height, green in the rainy season, and yellow in the cold season 
and the summer. I doubt if the roots of this grass are absent from any of the moti 
and black soil dumat of the subdivision. When cultivation is vigorous, the growth 
of this grass is kept down, but, if, owing to calamities or to any other reason, the 
tillage of a tract deteriorates and becomes loss vigorous, kans will appear in the moti 
and black dumat, and unless its inroads arc met by a corresponding increase of energy 
on the part of the cultivators, its roots, which reach to a depth of 6 or 7 feet, will in¬ 
crease in size and toughness, and finally will prevent the passage of the plough 
through them and. necessitate the abandonment of the tract affected. 

The only crop that can he regularly grown in land liable to kans is wheat, in 
the cultivation of which staple the ground has to be so often ploughed and so thorough¬ 
ly aerated and triturated that the roots of the kans cannot grow strong enough 
to stop the plough. Kliarff cultivation requires hut little tilth and is a direct encour¬ 
agement to the weed. Land liable to kans can bear two or three successive ltharif 
crops without being overrun with the weed it the winter rains are plenteous, enabling 
the cultivator to plough up the kharff sown area thoroughly in the cold weather and 
breakup the nascent kans roots and expose them to the withering hot weather sun. 
Manure is supposed to be of use in subduing kans, but is not available in sufficient 
quantities to be made much uso of in the Mr or outlying fields. The tareta, or land 
near the village, is so thoroughly ploughed as a rule that kans does not get a hold on it. 

A kans infected village is a melancholy spectacle in the dry weather. The 
site bears witness to the financial difficulties of the villagers in dilapidated houses 
and a general air of penury. Around the site is probably a small heart of laud free 
from the pest, but in the outlying lands, which compose the bulk of every village, 
fields free from its influence are comparatively few. Large tracts which should he 
covered with flourishing crops are covered with the yellow weed, whilst in thecultiva- 
tion the crop struggles for its existence with it. Leer which before browsed over a 
large spring crop area, now concentrate their energy on the contracted area, giving 
their special attention to wheat, which is consequently discontinued by the cultivators 
in favour of gram. The tilth required for gram is less than that required for wheat, 
and so kaus is encouraged. The tracts that have fallen entirely under kans harbour 
pig and sometimes nilgai, and tho struggling crops suffer from these marauders also. 

After kans has grown uninterrupted in a tract for five or seven years, a taller 
heavier grass with rounded stems called ‘ Sonta ’ makes its appearance amongst the 
kans and gradually ousts it. After about 10 to lo years from the abandonment of 
cultivation in a tract fodder grasses, chiefly musel, begin to appear, and when they are 
thoroughly established, the land is again fit for cultivation, and the kans cycle is at 
an end. Wheat cultivation is then again established, aud the village flourishes until 
another series of agricultural calamities briugs on a similar course of events. The 
black soil tract of the Lalitpur subdivision is at present suffering from a severe 
outbreak of kans. Kans can be stamped out by digging up the soil to a depth of 
8 or 10 foot, but tho cost of this method of coping with it is prohibitive. 

Steam ploughing would be very effective and would be in my opinion practicable, 
though transport of the machinery would doubtless be difficult in the rains when 
most of the ploughing would be done. 

Kans also dies in land which is flooded with water for a considerable period, but 
it is difficult to see how this fact could be utilised on a large scale. 

It will be convenient to note here for reference the soil classification of the 
subdivision. There are three natural soil classes used in the settlement—moti, dumat 
and patri. Moti is a rich soil of a black, slate or dark brown colour in which, in 
an ordinarily favourable year, white wheat or gram can be successfully sown 
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without irrigation ami without manure. Moti is broken up by cracks and holes when 
fallow, and is usually eultumble for a minimum of eight successive years. 

Patri is a light sandy or stony soil, red or yellow in colour, culturable for only 
three years in succession, including the year when it is first brought under the plough. 
■Without irrigation it grows kharlf crops only, usually the small millets, kodon, 
kutki, and rali, and the tilli oil seed. 

Tari is land, which in consequence of its low-lying position and the closeness 
of its soil remains moist long after ordinary unirrigated land is dry. It includes— 

(1) Fields along the margin of and under the embankments of tanks, and 

(2) embanked fields along side of nullah or river beds. 

Dumat includes all culturable land not included in the definitions given above. 
When fallow, it shows a tendency to crack in all directions, and when of dark 
colour, often has holes as well. It consists of — 

(1) An inferior moti, culturable for less than eight successive years, full of 

holes and cracks, 

(2) A superior patri, composed of a mixture of clay and sand, usually inter¬ 

sected by narrow cracks, or formed iu valleys, between bills, and 
composed of the detritus of the hills, and 

(3) a combination of (1) and (2). 

Thus the three natural soils are moti, dumat and patri. Tari may be composed 
of either of these soils and is divided into two classes, single-cropped and double- 
cropped. Moti is never irrigated. Dumat and patri are both irrigated. Irrigated 
duinat and patri are classed as separate soils for assessment purposes. In the 
Lalitpur and Balabehat pargamus the highly rented dry double-cropped land near 
the sites was classed separately. Such land is practically all irrigated in Bansi 
and Talbehat, so this separation was not made in those parganas, as irrigated land has 
special rates. In Mahroni and Maraura the distinction of liar and tareta was 
introduced, tareta being subdivided into wet tareta and dry tareta, and bar being 
subdivided into moti, dumat wet and dry, patri wet and dry, and tari. 

The soils used in each pargana are given below:— 


Balalehat. 

Moti (Dry) 
Dumat | ^ ‘"Di 

Patri (Dry) ,„F 
/ Single- 

(. cropped- 

Dry double-cropped. 


Lalitpur. 
Moti (dry) 
* ( Wet 
; Damat i.Dry 

- , . ( Wet 

..Fatri | Dry 


I Dry ... 

Sin S ,e \ (Sin 

cropped Tad S 
Doubie- £ lJm 

, cropped. 

Dry double-cropped, 


Bansi. 

Moti (dry). 
...„ .(Wat. 
,„Dumat [xtry 1 

(Wet 
... Fat ' 1 l Dry 


Tall chat. 


Banpur. 
Moti (Dry) r| , 


Mahroni, 
( Wet™ 


Maraura, 
( Wet. 

I Dry. 


, ( Single-cropped ( 

‘ Tari? Tari I 
(. Double-cropped (, 


Single-croppod 

Taii 

, Double-cropped 


Wut *— ^ Dry £ jj ” 

l Dry Moti—dry ... Moti dry. 

■ Datri (Wetp , . (Wot 

Single-cropped i Dry ( Dry 

I Donblo cropped f Single-croppod . ( Singlo-cropped. 
Tari (Double-cropped (.Double-cropped, 


There is no doubt that the bar-tareta classification is a useful one and it 
should be used iu future settlements generally throughout die subdivision. Land 
near the village site is, in Lalitpur as elsewhere, more valuable than similar lands 
in outlying fields, notwithstanding the asseverations of most of the cauund&rs to 
the contrary, and I should advise a future settlement officer in this subdivision to 
use the soil classes of Mahroui and Maraura. The tareta area is usually bounded 
by a stiff fence in red soil villages. 


Climate and rainfall, 3. The climate of Lalitpur is very similar to that of the remainder of the 

Jhdnsi district, except that owing to the greater elevation of die subdivision the 
heat is not quite so intense. The cold season is a season of eompuradvelv hot days 
and cold nights. Frosts are not uncommon at night from December 15th to January 
15th. 


The hot west winds commence in March, and blow regularly till the rains 
break. The prevailing wind iu the rains is the south-west. Tim rains are cooler 
than in most of the north-western districts, but in the black soil tracts malaria is very 
rife. Epidemics of cholera are fairly regular, though not general, and usually oeeiv- 
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in the hoi weather when water is scarce and the rivers cease to flow. I give below 
a statement showing the mean annual rainfall in the subdivision :— 
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A year of heavy rain in the rainy season generally damages the jowar crops, 
which are chiefly grown in the richer soils, and improves the small millet crops. 
Heavy rain in the cold weather is likely to bring on rust in the wheat crops. The 
Knar rain is a very important rain for the spring crops. Good Knar rains in 
usual circumstances mean a large rabi crop. Poor Knar rains are invariably 
followed by a contracted rabi area. The winter rains arc most efficacious when, they 
fall about Christmas time. They are needed not only for the sake of the spring 
crops, the bulk of which in black soil tracts ara sown in unirrigated ground, but to 
enable the cultivators to plough up land in which kans is making its appearance. 

The greatest calamity that, can befall the subdivision is an early cessation of the 
rains. If the rains cease at the beginning of August, the jo war crop is seriously 
injured, and the kodou, laitki and till! crops practically destroyed. The kharlf 
crops arc the food crops of the inhabitants. The better classes consume jo war and the 
poorer eke out their jowar with kodou, kutki, and rice, the quality of which grain 
is for the most part very inferior. The early cessation of the rains in 1895-96 and 
.1896-97 A. D., caused the famines of those years, although the actual rainfall was 
not very deficient.. 

This will be a convenient paragraph in which to summarise the series of agri¬ 
cultural calamities, which have retarded progress in the red soil tracts and alluvial 
tracts, and seriously deteriorated the black and mixed soil tracts. 

The earliest date is 1295 Faslin which a disastrous hailstorm devastated the 
rubi crops of Mahroui and Maraura. From 1298 Fasli, for two years, ill-distri¬ 
buted rains rotted the kharif crops. In 1301 Fasli excessive rain in the cold season 
brought on the rust, which wiped out the wheat crop in the black soil tracts, and 
injured it in the red soil tracts. 1302 Fasli was another year with an excessively 
wet cold season, and rust destroyed all wheat in black soil tracts. 1303 Fasli was 
t lie first famine year attended by severe cholera outbreaks. 1304 Fasli was the 
second famine year. Iloth in 1303 Fasli and 1304 Fasli the jowar crop was 
seriously injured, and the bulk of the millet crops destroyed. In 1303 Fasli a 
moderate spring area was sown, but the crops perished from the drought where 
unirrigated. In 1304 Fasli a very small dry spring area was sown and destroyed. 

4. The only metalled roads in the subdivision besides intra-municipal roads in 
Lalitpur town and the short feeder roads to Lalitpur and Jakhlou railway stations 
•are (1) the 3 hansi-Sanger road, which traverses the subdivision throughout its 
whole length, passing through Talbchatand Lalitpur towns, and passing into Saugor 
district near the large villages of Gonnh and Narliat in the south, and (2) the 
Lalitpnr-Tikamgarh road which rnns from Lalitpur to Mahroui town, and thence 
into the Orchlia State. This road is of fairly recent construction (1SS3 A. D.) and 
has bad the effect of increasing the Orchlia export and import traffic through 
Lalitpur. The principal uumetalled roads in the subdivision running from Lalit¬ 
pur, arc those connecting Lalitpur with Jakldon and with Pali, the latter of which 
starting from the metalled San go r road, four miles from 'kali (pur, runs up into the 
Balabehat highlands over the Ivaupura Ghat, vid Dudhai to Murari ; the Lalitpur- 
Raighat road continuing cm to Talbehat, connecting these towns with the important 
town of Chanderi in Gwalior; the Lalitpur-Mau-liampitL' road, running for 26 
miles in Lalitpur and then passing through Orchlia State, to Mau-Ranipur in .1 hansi 
proper. From Mahroui runs the Midironi-Banpur-Barh-Bausi road and the Saidpur- 
Maraura-Madanpur and Marattra-CJir.tr roads, opening up the south-east of the 
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?opnktio»- . 


P.-ojo-ktriry casti-s ami 
tenants. 


subdivision ; another road runs from Mahroni to Madaupur, via Sojna, and another 
to Narhat, the largest town in the Maraura pargana. The direct road from Lalitpur 
to Maraura leaves the metalled Tikamgarh road at lvhif wans and meets the Mahroni - 
Maraura road at Saidpur. The Madanpur-Gona road runs along the hills in the 
south of the district, whilst the Balabehat-Maboli-Dongra road opens out the 
Balahehat plateau. 

Beyond all comparison the most important addition to the communications of 
the subdivision of late years has been the opening of the Indian Midland Railway 
in 1889 A. IX There are at present five working stations in Lalitpur:—Talbehat, 
Jakhaura, Lalitpur, Jatlilon and Dhaurra. Tiro stations, Del warn and Bijrotka 
have been lately abandoned for want of traffic. Roads of recent construction are 
the Jakhlon-Bant-Puli road, the Jiazaria Ghat-Barb road and a good number of 
rough roads through the jungles in the south, cut after the 1890 dacoity outbreak. 
All things considered, communications are fairly adequate in Lalitpur. The great 
drawback of them is that tmrnotailed roads in black soil tracts are impassable 


for carts in the rains except after a considerable break. 

The roads in the red soil 

tracts are very stony, but can be used lor cart traffic at all seasons. 

f>. The population at the last settlement was :—• 


Agricultural ... 


312,702 

Non-agricultural 


01 73U 


Total 

... 204,528 

In 1891 it had risendo^- 



A grit ul tunl 

„ ... 

105,700 

Noil-agricultural ... , 


308,447 


Total 

... 274,213 

I had a special census taken in 1S97 in Lalitpur tahsfl, 

and in 189S in Mahroni 

tahsil, the figures of which combined were 



Agricultural ... 

... 

143,020 

Non-agricultural ... .. 


... y;i,»04 


Total 

... 23!',430 

The census I had taken was somewhat 

rough in character, but it shows that: 

under the stress of famine and poor seasons, population lias 

tended to decrease since 

1891, but it also shows that there has been 

a substantial increase since last settlement. 

The distribution of the population by occupations is given below from the 0011311 .-. 

statistics of 1891. 



( 0 ) Ailininistmtive employes 

... 

... 8,7913 

(i) Pasture anil agriculture 

Mi 

... 170,108 

(e) I’crsoDal servants 

... 

... 11,530 

(rf) Preparers and suppliers of Material substances 

... 50,414 

(e) Commerce, transport unit storage 


... 0,803 

(/) Pi-cfesinius 

... 

... 3,283 

(ff) JliscellaiH'ous 

... 

23,100 


Total 

271,210 

A large proportion of classes [c) and (d) are directly interested in agriculture, 

so that the occupation of the inhabitants ot the subdivi 

5101 nuxv be said k> bo 

practically entirely agricultural and pastoral. 


The most numerous castes are in numerical order : — 


(1) Cliamars. 1 

(G) Thakur; 


(2) Lodhis. 

(7) Koris. 


(3) Ahirs. 

(S) hi a is. 


(4) Kachliis. 

(9) Telia. 


(5) Bralunans. 

(10 ) Gadariv 

as. 

(llj Kurmiu. 


The density of population in 1891 A. I). was ID’S? to the square mile. 

G. I give below a statement showing the proprietory ca 

.stoH aud the areas is acres 

owned by them at last settlement, and at present in the subd 

ivision * 
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Tenure* • 
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The Bundela Thakur is still the largest owner. All things considered lie is the 
best landlord. He is regarded as the natural lord of the soil, and although almost 
invariably in debt, he manages to keep his villages going. There are of course good 
and bad landlords of this caste. The principal families are described in Chapter 
TV of the last settlement report, so it is unnecessary for me to enlarge on them. 

Brahmans conic second in the list in tlic extent of their proprietary rights. 
Thev are inert landlords, but many of them flourish by money lending transactions. 

Loclhis, who come next, are excellent cultivators, but poor managers of villages. 
Their status differs but little from that of their tenants, and they are usually numer¬ 
ous struggling co-parcenary bodies. 

Banins, it will be seen, own but a small part of the subdivision. Success in the 
development of a village depends so largely on personal supervision and energy 
tenants being so scarce, that the money lending bania is reluctant to trammel himself, 
with ownership. As a matter of fact tlie landowners of Lai it pur are so deeply and 
generally in debt that the will only, not the power, is wanting on the part of the 
money lenders to oust them. The Christian landowners arc of Trench origin, 
descended from Colonel Alexander, formerly in the service of Seindia. 

The aboriginal Gonrs and Saharias still own small estates. 

The above statement enumerates practically all the tenants of the subdivision 
also. Lodhis, Ivurmis and Kacbhis arc by far the best tenants, and are the only 
classes to whom seed and cattle advances can be given without strict enquiry with a 
fair chance of these advances being used for agricultural purposes. 

7. The Lalitpur land tenures require a brief note. Inferior and superior pro¬ 
prietors in the sense in which these terms are usually understood— i.e., as implying 
the payment by the former of a fixed sum to the latter—arc practically unknown, 
except in one village, Chfmnn, in pargana BaJabehat. The numerous so-called inferior 
proprietors in Lalitpur aro miscellaneous owners of land within malnlls, i. a., owners 
paying land revenue of (heir plots through the lambardars, and they in no respect 
differ from the owners of resumed revenue-free plots. 

The most intricate tenures in Lalitpur are the revenue-free or jagir and ubari 
tenures. An ubari estate is an estate held on a fixed quit reut, which is naturally as 
a rule less than the revenue which the estate would pay if assessed in the ordinary 
way. The great principle to remotub* r with respect to such tenures is that they 
must always be differentiated into batota jagir revenue-free holdings or ubari,s and 
non-batota jagir revenue-free holdings or ubari 5 . 

Batota jagirs, revenue-free holdings and ubaris are the remnants of the two 
batota partition treaties of A. D. 1830 and A. D. 1838, made by the influence of 
Seindia between Mir Bailed and the Bundela Tliakur chieftains, and are regulated 
bv a distinct set of rules, which are at present under the consideration of Government. 
The non-batota revenue-free and ubari tenures are each regulated by their own 
particular rules, varying from estate to estate. 

8. There is one municipality in the subdivision, that ol Lalitpur, with a 
population ol"11,34S, and two Act. XX towns, Talbehat and Mahroni. 'These two 
towns with Banpur, Maranrn and Bali are the principal markets. Pali is renowned 
for its pan cultivation. The pan leaf is largely exported to other districts, as 
far as Bhopal and Cnwnpore. There are practically no manufactures except of 
articles commonly needed by an agricultural community. Meekly or bi-weekly 
village fairs are held at, all villages of any size at which commodities of use to the 
villagers can be obtained by them. 

A considerable amount of the Orehha export and import trade passes along the 
metalled Lalitpur-Tikamgarh road, and adds to the prosperity of Lalitpur and 
Mahroni towns. There is some overland trade between Lalitpur and the Chanderi 
district of Gwalior, and also with Sarigor in the south, via Balabehat. 1 he principal 
exports of Lalitpur are grain, glii and mahwa seed. 

ft. The rotation of crops is observed in some of the inferior moil haul, wheat or 
gram and jowar alternating, and in dumat and patri for the short period that they 
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remain under cultivation; but the crop best suited to ordinary and good moti is 
‘kathiya’wheat, which is sown year after year until some calamity weakens the 
cultivation and kans springs up. 

An implement called the bakar,’ used like a harrow, hut consisting of a long 
knife edge instead of the teeth (fa harrow, is dragged two or three times in the hot 
weather over mo i, in which wheat has been sown, to cut up weeds. At the end oftho 
rains this land is again thrice ploughed, aud the wheat is sown at the third ploughing 
in Knar with a drill plough. Cultivation in outlying dumat and patri is practically 
entirely coutined to kharff crops, chiefly millets. The ploughing* in those soils vary 
from ouc to three. Tareta lauds are manured aud fairly carefully cultivated, the 
clods being often broken after ploughing by baud labour or by dragging a heavy 
log over the field. These lands which are chiefly dumat hear all kinds of crops, 
including a small proportion of sugarcane. The tareta kharif crops are sown early 
and reaped carlv. Sam a and phikar, the two millets most largely sown in tareta 
lands, are cut as early as August; an important fact to remember in case of au early 
.stoppage of the rains. Kutlci and tilli are the kharif crops that can be latest sown. 
They can be sown up to September 15th. The latest rabt crop is uiasur, which can 
he sown in irrigated land up to the beginning of January. 

Har or outlying fields are practically never manured in Lalitpur, 

Wheat and gram arc the principal normal spring crops. Jowiir and kodon are 
l he principal kharif crops, jowiir being the groat kharif staple of black soil tracts. 
Tilli is largely sown in rod soil tracts aud to a smaller extent in black soil. Half, 
a coarse millet, is found only in red soil. Kutki is found all over the subdivision. 
Maize and sugar*line are tareta crops. The area under cotton aud hemp is small, 
llice is chiefly grown in lari fields in red soil. 

'.Idle comparative crop statement shows the enormous falling off in rabf, especial¬ 
ly in wheat cultivation, owing to disastrous seasons, and a corresponding increase 
in the loss valuable klun'f staples. 

10. There are two things which cxeroiso a very important effect on the rental 
system of 1 lit* pargana—(l) lluetuatiug cultivation, (2) Pabi cultivation. As has 
been previously explained, the only classes of soil culturahle for auy considerable 
period without a rest are irrigated land, manured land near the site, tari and moti. 
The greater portion oftho cultivation in red soil tracts, and much of it in black soil 
tracts is in outlying <1 1 mat and patri, and such laud falls fallow for at least au equal 
period to that duriug which it. lias been cultivated, after two to eight years, generally 
after three or four years. The land of auy tenant's holding consists of some perma¬ 
nently culturahle land (moti being for this purpose considered as permanently, cultur* 
able), and some lluetuatiug cultivation, the area of which is generally unspecified in 
the lease, if a lease be given. J’n black soil tracts an intending tenant cultivates his 
holding rent-free or at a nominal rent for the first year. A rent is agreed on in tho 
second year, ard this rent is usually revised in well conducted estates every third 
year, and in other estates at longer periods, in order to adjust it to the altered area 
ol the fluctuating cultivation. The putwdri is an all-important factor in the fixing of 
rftils, and his measurements are consulted in ascertaining the area of cultivation. 

This system of a jevisahie lump sum rent is called the “ tlianka ” system, and 
it applies equally to occupancy holdings aud those of lenants-at-will. In fact occu¬ 
pancy rights in Lulilpur arc rather rights to hold certain fields and a variable quantify 
of bar, not to hold them at a fixed rent. 

When the moti, which usually forms the major portion of a black soil tenant’s 
permanent cultivation, falls under leans, betakes up a fresh holding still retaining a 
lien on his old holding. 

In some villages I found quarrels commencing between laudlordsand tenants, 
because tenants wished to keep ’.heir lien on their original holdings and yet pay no 
rent for them. Generally the tenant is allowed to keep his lien, as in consequence of the 
scar ify of population the landlords have to humour their tenants. Enhancements 
of rent are made by agreement between tenant and landlord. The courts are 
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practically never used. The landlord, especially if a llundela, is very powerful iu 
his village, hut ho is always restrained from great exactions by the knowledge that 
if the tenant be too far pressed he will leave the village and take up land elsewhere. 

In a red soil tract an intending tenant cultivates land rent-free, or at nominal rates 
fur the first year, and if he construct a well he holds his irrigated lauds at dry rates 
tor five or six seasons. Here agaiu rentals are fixed chiefly by agreement and enhanc¬ 
ed by personal pressure brought to bear by the landlord, but the tenants are beginning 
to understand that with oceupancy rights they have a right to hold at fixed rents, 
and, us cultivation in irrigated laud is very stable, such land is susceptible of omi. 
paney rights, and, iu my opinion, it is only the fact of fluctuating cultivation being 
included in one lease with permanent cultivation that prevents a strict enforcement 
of occupancy privileges as specified by the Kent Act. At‘present neither in black 
soil nor red soil villages is there any appreciable difference in the rent rates paid by 
occupancy tenants and tenants-at-will; in fact the cultivator seldom distinguishes 
between the two classes of holdings, the distinction being made by the patwari for 
the purpose of keeping his records in the prescribed manner. I have lumped all 
holdings together in the parganas lately assessed by me. Neither is there any 
difference in the rates paid by the different castes of tenants in the same village, but 
Lodhi owners take low rates, whilst Lodhi, Kachhi and Kurmi tenants of Thakur 
landlords pay very high rates and raise rents generally in those Bundcla villages in 
which they resido. Ahirs generally pay high rates, booausc grazing fees are realised 
in tho shape of an increased lump rent on their holdings. 

Bents fixed so entirely by agreement, as these described above are naturalJv 
realised practically in full, except in seasons of great stress, aud form a reliable 
basis for assessment. There was no jamabandi verification in the Lalitpur Settle¬ 
ment, but for our personal satisfaction the Assistant Settlement Officer and I verified 
the jamabandi of practically every village at inspection, and found that the rental 
demands as far as they consisted of lump rents were generally reliably recorded. 
There was a considerable area of land concerning which no agreement had been 
arrived at when the records of tho year of record were prepared. Tho assumed 
rentals put on these by patwfirls were found to be incorrect and excessive, and wore 
rejected, and a valuation at circle rates substituted for the purpose of getting a reli¬ 
able rental demand for the year of record. 

(*2) Pahi cultivation is cultivation by an inhabitant of one village in an adjoin¬ 
ing village. The prevalence of this habit is unexpected in a country with such 
a large and general margin of fallow as in Lalitpur. It is chiefly attributable to 
established custom. Pahi cultivators generally pay lower rates than residents, but 
not infrequently they pay higher rates aud the chief advantage they derive from 
such cultivation is that the landlord uaunot extract rent from non-resident tenants 
in advance or at seasons when it would be inconvenient for them to pay, nor can 
ho realise rent at all in a season when tho crops are destroyed by calamity, Pahi 
cultivation on a large scale introduces a great element of insecurity into the assets 
of a village. 

11. I now pass onto tho method of assessment. As bases of assessment, there 
were available— 

(1) A reliable recorded rental of the year of record, the area assessed to rent 
by patwaris being valued at circle rates where necessary (the valuations were un¬ 
important when considering the subdivision as a whole). 

(2) Reliably recorded rental demands lor the past twelve years. Areas are not 
reliable for past years, because patwtlris cannot alter their maps to keep pace with 
fluctuating cultivation. 

(o) A reliable classified aroa of assumption area for the year of record. 

(4) Circle rates, the closeness of correspondence of which with those actually 
realised is shewn in the comparisons given below pargana by pargana of recorded 
tenants’ rentals with a valuation of tho assessable area of tenants’ holdings at circle 
ratos :— 
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Name of pargana. 

Eeoorded rents, 
deluding 
aiogliara and 
nominal rente. 

Valuation of 
assessable area in 
tenants’ cash- 
rented holdings 
at circle rates. 

Increase or 
decrease of 
valuation. 

Percentage of 
increase or 
decrease. 




Be. 

Be. 

Bs. 

Es. 

Lslitpur ... 



78,284 

74,614 

—8,070 

—4C8 

Talbehat ... 


••• 

42,581 

40,773 

—1,808 

-4-25 

hai. si 

t»4 


27,080 

26,100 

-600 

—2-18 

Balabehat... 

*41 

• • » 

13,107 

13,814 

+ 117 

+ •89 

Mabroni 

• •• 


10,915 

20,063 

+ 148 

+ •74 

Banpur ... 



60,800 

57,601 

—1,708 

—297 

Maraura ... 

• •• 

• •• 

45,171 

45,058 

+787 

+1-74 


Total 

... 

2,85,597 

2,78,813 

—0,784 

—2-38 


(Circle rates are given in detail in pargana assessment reports and it is not 
necessary to reproduce them here. They arc rates to be applied ordinarily to culti¬ 
vated urea only.) 


Given the above bases of assessment, the fixing of a demand on villages that 
had not been permanently injured by calamitous seasons was easy. Tenants' 
cash rental of the year of record was generally accepted as a basis for assosBmcnt, 
except in cases in which pahi cultivation or cxocssive fluctuating cultivation 
rendered an average tenants’ cash rental demand safer, and the assumption area of 
the year of verification was valued at circle rates, or modified circle rates as allowed 
in paragraph 36(4) of Board’s Circular XV, dated 19th November 1S97. The real 
difficulty of tho settlement was found iu the assessment of the depreciated villages 
which formed the bulk of the black soil tracts. 

It was evidently unfair to Government to assess for along period on the depreci¬ 
ated assets of the year of record, and consequently summary settlements became 
necessary. 

A further difficulty occurred in that iu five out of the seven parganas, the year 
of record in which the settlement statistics wero prepared was 1303 Fusli, and the 
figures of 1303 Fasli showed only the effeots of the calamitous seasons previous to 
1303 Fasli, that is the effects of the excessive rain and the rust and not of the two 
famines of 1303 Fasli and 1304 Fasli. 

In the remaining two parganas the figuros of the year of verification, 1301 Fasli, 
did not show the results of tho famine of that year except in the extent of fully 
rented uncultivated area iu holdings, and in the falling off in the valuable raid area. 

Consequently it was eithor necessary to estimate the falling off in assets in 
1305 Fasli as compared with 1303 Fasli and 1304 Fasli, or to postpone settlement 
and have a fresh survey made. The former course was adopted, and the villages of 
the subdivision were divided in pargana Balabehat, the first assessed, into three 
classes:— 

(1) Those villages in which the assets of 1303 Fasli aro fairly equal to or greater 
than tho normal assets, and in which the drought and cholera epidemics 
have left no serious effects. Such villages may bo assessed at once for 
the usual term. 

(2) Those in which the assets of 1303 Fasli are fairly equal to normal assets, but 

which have suffered from temporay causes since the preparation of the 
records of the year of verification. Such villages aro to bo assessed at a 
reduced jama for three years founded on tho estimated assots of 1305 
Fasli, the full jama to come into operation after three years without 
further enquiry, and to run till the end of the period of settlement. 

(3) Those in which tho assets of 1303 Fasli aro seriously less than the normal. 

They are to be assessed ou estimated assets of 1305 Fasli for a short 
period. A normal jama will be fixed on them and they will be liable to 
periodical inspection and revision of assessment till the normal demand 
is reached. 
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In the remaining pargauus class \2) was omitted, and the villages of the remain 
der of the subdivision were grouped into (1) villages which have not suffered from 
5 «asi-permanent deterioration, i.e., class I. Such villages were assessed in the 
ordinary way, generally on the figures of the year of record. (2) Villages which have 
suffered from gwasi-permauent deterioration. The latter have been summarily settled 
for five years on estimated assets of 1305 Fasli. For these villages a normal demand 
has been fixed, and a revised demand will be realised from 1311 Fasli calculated on 
the figures of 1310 Fasli. Suggestions for the calculation of this revised demand are 
given in the Balabehat Pargaua Assessment Keport, page 12, and need not be discuss¬ 
ed hero. In the event of these villages not having recovered by. 1310 Fasli, further 
revisions of settlement will take place at such periods as Government direct until 
they arc in a fit state for the imposition of ti e normal demand. This normal 
demand when once imposed will continue for the remainder of the period of settle¬ 
ment, i.e., up to aud inclusive of 1335 Fasli in the Lalitpur tahsfl and inclusive of 
kharff 1336 Fasli in the Mahroni tahsfl. 

The number of villages assessed as class I was 562, as class II was 8, as class 
III was 207, throughout the whole subdivision. The normal demand on villages 
assessed under class III was based on tho average assets of years whioh in the 
opinion of the Settlement Officer represented the Dormal state of the village. There 
are a few minor points to be noticed in the method of assessment. 

(«) Sayar income. —This source of income varies largely from village to 
village. It consists chiefly of realisations on the sale of jungle produce 
and grass or grazing, and on tho cultivation of the singhara nut in the 
tanks. 

As junglo fruits arc so necessary an item in the food supply of the poorest 
classes to enable them to tide over the slack time betweeu harvest and the fall of 
the rains, their actual annual value has never been estimated, but ouly the profits 
actually accruing to the landowner who sells them. Most of the best landlords 
do not sell tho jungle fruits. The chief of these fruits aro the “ mohwa ” flower 
and the berries of the “ aebar ” aud “ tendu ” trees. Singhara it was impossible to 
treat as ordinary cultivation owing to the great variation in the rates realised per acre 
on it, rates which were controlled by circumstances quite diverse from those which 
decided the circle into which the village containing the singhara was placed, 

(b) “ Naugir ” allowances. —As lias bceu previously stated in this report, naugir 

or uewly cultivated land is exempt from rent or nominally-rented for the 
first year. As circle rates were calculated on fully paying years, a similar 
concession had to be made in the valuation of the assumption area, i.e., a 
valuation of naugir in assumption was subtracted from a valuatiou of the 
whole cultivated assumption area. 

(c) “ Sir ’’ deductions. —A full allowance of 25 per cent, deduction was allowed 

on all sir. This seemingly liberal allowance was made because the sir 
area is small iu the subdivision aud tho khudkasht area of over 12 
years’ standing is considerable, also because in the villages, in which the 
sir area is considerable, the owners are so numerous and their resources 
arc so small that it was advisable to lightly assess their sfr. 

(d) The assessment of revenue-free, part revenue-free and resumed plots. —The 

assessment of each of these numorous plots was made separately from the 
main mahitl, and formed one of the most laborious tasks in the settle¬ 
ment. They have all been assessed for a full period of thirty years, the 
assessment in the case of their being partly or entirely out of cultivation 
or over-cultivated being based on assets calculated according to their 
average normal capacities, a liberal fallow allowance being granted. 

( d ) Follow allowance.—In a country in which cultivation is so fluctuating aj 
in Lalitpur, tho question of the sufficiency of fallow in a village is likely 
to become a matter of the greatest importance in tho caseof fully developed 
villages. The margin of fallow, however, is still so extensive that 
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its sufficiency had to be considered in but few villages, in which allowances 

were made accordingly. 

12. The figures of the three summary assessments are given in Appendix III. 
They wero unequal in their incidence and many oases of over-assessment occurred, 
the effects of wliich still exist in the indebted state and partial alienation of some of 
the over-assessed villages. Tho first regular settlement came into cffoct from 1867-68 
and was for twenty years. It was subsequently extended for 10 years more. It 
was unduly severe in tho case of developed villages belonging to industrious land- 
owners, and light in tho case of undeveloped villages and those belonging to Thakur 
landowners. 1868 was a year of terrible famine, and largo alterations of revenue 
demand were made in 1S70-71. The settlement worked fairly well, except in the 
case of certain villages, until the present cycle of disastrous seasons commenced. 
Fortunately for the subdivision tho scarcity of 1877 A.D. was not severely felt, as 
timely rains in October enabled the cultivators to sow a considerable spring crop. 
Summary settlements were made iu 1303 Fasli in some villages, but considering that 
the whole of the black soil and mixed soil tracts may be classed as precarious, the 
expiring settlement worked remarkably well. It had broken down absolutely iu the 
preoaripus tracts in 1305 Fasli, but the wonder was that any settlement could last 
so long in so precarious a country ; the explanation being that the incidence of 
revenue on cultivated area was very light in comparison with other districts. I do 
not consider that the methods of the expiriug settlement need detailed discussion. 
They were changed in the currency of settlement operations in consequence of the death 
of Captain Tyler, the Settlement Officer. Captain Davidson finished the settlement 
and wrote the final report. The methods of that settlement wore an assessment on 
assets which were a compromise betweon valuation at circle rates and actual recorded 
assets. Captain Davidson adhered more closely to recorded actuals and consequently got 
better results. Circles were unduly multiplied and villages were grouped into circles 
more in accordance with their size and importance than the rates realised in them. 

The reductions in the summary assessments of 1870-71 amounted to Ks. 1,993. 
The reductions of 1303 Fasli were insignificant, being only intended to help in a few 
of tho worst villages till the present settlement relieved them. I give below a state¬ 
ment shewing the mutations effected during the 12 years 1292 Fasli to 1303 Fasli 


Tear. 

By order of coart. 

j By private talo. 

| By mortgage. 

S 

s 

Cm 

© 

C 

Arcs. 

Bcvenue. 

CD 

s 

<* 

W 

O 

o 

* 

Ares. 

Be venue. 

CD 

Si 

cfl 

w 

a 

6 

A 

Area, 

Boren ae. 



B. B B. 

Its. a. p. 


B. B. B. 

Its. a. p. 


B. B. B. 

Bs a. p. 

1292 Fasli 



• •• 

37 

9,094 3 17 

1,334 2 11 

8 

1,677 12 0 

205 1 G 

1293 . 

4 

1,013 12 0 

161 12 7 

26 

3,209 8 10 

663 1 2 

1 

58 0 0 

20 3 6 

1291 „... 

... 


• it 

20 

3,662 10 0 

017 2 8 

S 

8,057 19 0 

479 1 10 

1295 „... 

1 

27 0 0 

2 14 

82 

4,383 12 10 

686 9 4 

7 

1,315 0 0 

219 8 2 

1296 . 




33 

4,989 10 4 

609 15 8 

6 

928 3 10 

118 6 11 

1297 

1 

252 0 0 

53 0 0 

73 

11,912 16 1 

1,926 6 10 

a 

1,329 1 0 

386 16 10 

1298 „... 

4 

350 16 2 

79 4 fc 

73 

24,547 7 4 

2,363 12 11 

4 

4,324 12 0 

328 5 0 

1299 . 

3 

828 19 8 

251 3 2 

07 

7,222 G 16 

1,173 2 10 

5 

1,044 4 4 

119 11 a 

1300 

8 

2,885 5 10 

456 15 8 

81 

10,269 15 16 

1,719 8 6 

12 

2,19G 16 4 

405 11 4 

1301 „... 

20 

3,705 16 2 

735 14 8 

87 

10,537 3 19 

1,829 7 6 

20 

5,616 3 16 

561 3 3 

1302 „... 

8 

2,130 19 8 

262 14 6 

93 

10,524 1 0 

2,220 6 8 

10 

1,458 2 10 

403 13 0 

1303 „... 

9 

1,019 5 18 

191 4 10 

109 

16,400 10 0 

2,868 13 6 

0 

4,216 7 12 

CS8 0 6 

Total of 

58 

12,213 13 18 

2,184 7 3 

733 

1,16,653 5 17 

17,512 8 1C 

94 

27,221 1 16 

3,936 1 11 

12 years. 










Average ... 

e 

1,017 16 3 

182 0 7 

61 

9,721 2 S 

1,459 6 1 

8 

2,268 8 1C 

328 0 2 


The total revenue demand on the properties transferred amounted to 

Its. ft. p. 


By order of court ... ... 2,184 7 3 

By private sale ... ... ... ... 17,512 8 10 

By mortgage ... ... • >« M« 3,930 1 11 


Total 

or about one-eighth of the revenue of the subdivision. 

4l 


Previous settlements 
and their effects. 


... 23,633 2 0 




( 14 ) 

The more important statement showing the effect of these transfers on the sub¬ 
division is, however, that given in paragraph 6 of the report which shows that dis¬ 
tribution of proprietary right by castes has not been unduly disturbed by these some¬ 
what extensive transfers. 

The new demand. 13. The results of tho settlement may be summarised as below. The expiring 

Rs. a. p. 

... 1,50,016 8 9 
... 34,045 14 1 


... 1,84,662 1 10 


Rs. a. p. 
... 1,41,482 2 2 
... 33,305 12 10 


1,74,787 16 0 


demand on the whole subdivision of 

Real ... im «.. 

Nominal ... 

Total 

becomes from 1306 Fasli— 

Real 

Nominal ... 

Total 


a decrease of Es. 9,134-1-7 or 6-06 per cent, in real revenue. 

This decrease is spread over the various tracts as follows:— 

Decrease. 


Red toil tract 
Hired „ 
Alluvial „ 
Black „ 


Net decrease 


Be. a. p. 
1,079 6 2 
1,716 8 2 
430 10 0 
5,907 14 3 

9,184 1 7 


This demand of 1306 Fasli increases after a course of progressive demands and 
summary settlements to— 


Real 

Nominal 


Re. a. p, 

1,62,914 7 2 
34,484 0 10 


Total 


1,97,398 8 0 


au increase of 816 per oent. in real revenue on the expiring demand. It is 
satisfactory to be ablo to record that the 1st kist of the new settlement, i.e., kharlf 
1306 Fasli has been collected in full in pargana Lalitpur though not without some 
difficulty owing to the unsatisfactory nature of the last kharlf harvest, The new 
demand will be realised from rabl 1306 Fasli in Mabroni tahsll. Tbe period for 
which the demand is proposed is thirty years. 

Tim percentage of an- 14. I give below the accepted assets for the subdivision and the percentage of 
them taken for the purpose of tho new demand when it is fully in force, i. e., after 
the imposition of progressive demands and a course of summary settlements:— 



No. of 

Total 

accepted 

assets. 

Expiring jama. 

Proposed normal jama. 

3>S . 
■a 2 a 


b&li. 

Actual. 

| Nominal. 

Total. 

Actual. 

Nominal. 

Total, 

■0 * a» 

<u 

e *33 

i* 

p* 




Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a, p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a, p. 

Rs. a. p. 


Khalsa 

Part revenue and 
part ubari. 
Revenue-free and 
ubari. 

641 

18 

118 

3,15,865 

16,420 

70,194 

1,36,867 11 11 
2,039 5 7 

11,709 2 8 

4,854 8 7 
4,830 7 6 

24,360 14 0 

1,41,722 4 C 
4,869 13 1 

86,070 0 8 

1,48,323 6 0 
2,541 15 4 

12,049 1 10 

t 

5,772 10 0 
6,534 12 8 

23,176 10 2 

1,54,096 0 0 
8,076 12 0 

35,225 13 0 

48'47 

4913 

60-25 

Total ... 

777 

4,02,479 

1,60,616 3 9 

84,045 14 1 

1,84,602 1 10 

1,62,014 1 2 

i 

34,434 0 10 

1,97,898 8 0 

49-05 


It will be noticed that the percentage taken on kkalsa or ordinary revenue-paying 
estates is 48’47 per cent. I give below a similar statement compiled for the 207 
mahdls which have been summarily settled showing tho initial demand also 
in such estates and the percentage of assets taken. The normal figures for these 
mahals are of course included in the above statement 
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Proposed usoumenc. 



| Initial jam*. | 

'i 



3 


1 

< 


H 



Ks a. p i 

Bi • p 

91,299 8 O' 

070 2 0 

1,140 fill 

2,836 e 1 

3,335 0 0, 

1 

430 0 0 


41,958 13 0jl.SS.Olop,774 13 Uj 4,393 8 1|89,107 6 C 49 *6|48fil 


15. In discussing the incidence of the new demand with respect to tho history The incidence of the 
and general circumstances of the subdivision, the difficulty presents itself that the oountt™ 11 ^ °° th * 
present state of tho subdivision is a transitory one of extreme depreciation, whilst 
a comparison with what the oondition of the subdivision will be when it recovers 
is liable to be conjectural. 

At present cultivation in the subdivision has decreased somewhat Binoe last 


settlement and tho spring crop area which is tho most valuable one in paying rent 
and revenue has decreased by nearly 50 per cent. An account of the various calami¬ 
ties which the country has passed through has been given in paragraph 3 of my 
report. The depreciation is praotically confined to blaok soil and mixed soil tracts. 
The red soil tracts have made steady advance in all parganas except Maraura. The 
villages in these tracts are vory stable in character, comprising, as they do, an irrigat¬ 
ed heart or tareta which is largely independent of the rainfall and a “ har ” of fluctuat¬ 
ing oulti vat ion, which falls out of cultivation naturally every three years and bears no 
noxious weed such as kans preventing its recultivation, and which consequently 
when thrown out of cultivation by calamity oau bo recultivated at will. It is in 
these red soil villages that the bulk of tho immediate enhancement in revenue falls, 
and they are perfectly capablo of bearing it and are capable of considerable extension 
in the matter of irrigation. When the subdivision has recovered from the effects 
of the present depreciation, the increase on real rovenue will be Rs. 12,293-3-5 or 
8-17 per cent., a small increase. The chief cause in this increase is the increase in 
irrigation in the subdivision since last settlement. As irrigation is practically con¬ 
fined to red soil and mixed soil tracts, the development of the oountry is seen to 


be chiefly in those tracts. The actual increase in irrigation in the yoar of verification,' 
as compared with the year of the last settlement, is 2,451 acres or S*ol per cent, of 
the formor irrigated area, but this increase gives no real idea of tho aotual inoroase, as 
the irrigated area was far below normal in tho year of verification. In Appendix VII 
of tho combined statement normally irrigable area is given as it was used for the 
purpose of applying the circle rates to obtain a valuation of assessable area. Thus 
the real increase iu irrigation amounts to 5,896 acres or 18-86 per cent, of the former 
irrigable area. Ita effect on the assessments has been considerably nullified by 
allowances being made for improvements, sometimes specifically on application from 
the zamindirs, and sometimeB without any specifio calculation, in that a lower per¬ 
centage of assets than 50 per cent, has been taken in villages whiok have improved 
largely in consequence of increase in irrigation. The incidence of normal revenue 
on cultivated area has increased from -63 to -70, whilst its incidence on culturable 
area has decreased from -20 to -19 owing to an inrease in oulturablo area due to more 
correct soil classification. These variations arc, however, so small that they may be 
said to leave the subdivision in much the same state as at last settlement. Nor is 
there any change in the character of the proprietary body or the general circum¬ 
stances of the country to justify any great changes in revenue. Tho most important 
change in the circumstances of the subdivision has been the opening of the Indian 
Midland Railway through Lalitpur in 1889 A. D. The railway has, of course, 
been of the greatest service in pouring supplies into Lalitpur during the scarcity 
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years 1895-97, in all three of which famine relief works were open in the sub¬ 
division, but the country has never been prosperous enough since 1888 to export 
much of the locally grown produce, a large part of the exports boing due to grain 
speculation, imported grain being exported to the Central Provinces and elsewhere. 1 
have no doubt that the result of the railway will be a rise in rates in moti when that 
soil gets free from kans and can grow wheat and gram for export. I give below state¬ 
ments of the oxports and imports by Kailway from 1889 supplied by tho courtesy 
of the Agent of the railway 

Statement of Exports. 



Sugarcane. 

Oils. 

3 

© 

8 

9 

10 



12 13 14 1 15 


9,000 31,156 

7,055 37,283 

13,982 83,626 

9,636 76,057 

8,584 93.0G9 

23,624 1,36,042 



Statement of Imports. 
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I also append a statement of the export and import trade of Lalitpur town 
since 1888-98, the grain dealers of which, who are chiefly Jaini Baniy&s, had a very 
prosperous time during the famine :—■ 





Import, 





Export. 
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Potatoes, Ac. 

60 

J 

s 

1886-87 ... 

1,03,902 

■H 

1,771 

1,983 

1,474 

2,090 

1,443 

17,681 

895 

1,145 

514 


761 

18S7-88 ... 

68,634 



•ESa 



652 

2,062 

1,424 

4 


1888-89 ... 

67,890 

30,790 

2,449 

8,525 

1,095 

1,958 


87 

2,325 

2,830 

162 

49 

1889-80 ... 

63,672 

38,85.1 

2,323 

1,685 

1,521 

2,403 

7,7 6 5 

4,110 

616 

1,526 

1,197 

KH 

... 

wxm 

1890-91 ... 

44,596 

26,555 

EES 


836 

4,376 

1,587 

276 

324 

6,234 

1891-93 ... 

59,712 

14,947 

3,128 

2,441 

431 

261 

2,226 

■ a* 

EES 

678 


6,176 

1892-93 ... 


23,617 


8,551 

806 

2,396 

8,284 


1,831 

602 


6,798 

1893-94 ... 

68,956 

27,842 

2,663 

4,797 

896 

3,279 

6,630 


1,656 

864 

21 

7,823 

1894-95 ... 

2,18,785 

36.705 

2,229 

8,253 

692 

6,659 

41,546 

676 

1,770 

815 

24 

29,954 

1895-96 ... 

95,498 

33,397 

2,877 

4,248 

904 

2,161 

56,949 

756 

2,538 

829 


13,532 

1896-97 ... 

42,235 

94,275 

■Mil! 

EXuH 
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gM»] 



1,054 

916 


613 

1897-98 ... 

72,648 

42,972 

3,192 

6,871 

774 

m 


798 

1,324 

1,746 

44 

10,098 

Total of 12 
years. 

Average ... 


4,16,293 

29,223 

38,422 

12,659 

42,431 

2,50,189 

5,516 

19,389 

12,435 

679 

86,337 

80,924 

34,691 

2,435 

8,202 

1,055 

8,586 

20,849 

460 

1,616 

1,030 

48 

7,195 


As prosperity returns to the subdivision, Lalitpur town will continue to 
increase iu importance. 


The proprietary body of Lalitpur has, as shown in paragraph 6, changed but 
little in the currency of settlement. Thakura and Brahmans are the principal 
landlords, the position of the remaining landlord castes differing hardly at all 
from that of substantial tenants. Thakurs as a body always spend more than 
their income. Thoy are the poorest landowners I have as yet met with in the 
provinces, and in the famine many of thorn were in aotual need of food. They 
seldom cultivate themselves, as a Bundela considers it a mark of servitude to use 
a plough personally. They are mostly of distinguished liueage and jealous of 
maintaining their hereditary honorific titles, such as the prefixes Rao, Kunwar, 

Diwan. Not one of them lias sufficient resources to own au elephant, and the horses 
of tho wealthiest are the sorriest tats. A considerable part of their property is 
revenue-free. They are mostly large co-parcenary bodies and the income of most 
of them from profits of villages has to be aided by cultivation through hired ser¬ 
vants in order to support themselves and their families. 

The Brahman co-parcenary bodies are similar to the Thakur, except that they 
are even poorer, but there are occasional Brahmans who are comparatively well off 
owing to money lending transactions and many of the Brahman owners of large 
properties increase their income by this means if it is not their principal occupa¬ 
tion. The main compononts of the proprietary body of Lalitpur, however, may 
be stated to be struggling co-parcenary units, all more or less in debt, and on such 
bodies a large increase in revenue, however well justified by assessment figures, could 
not fail to be a heavy burden. Tho Pax Britannica has not ruled long enough in the 
country, which was only actually annexed in 1800, to make law and order the second 
nature of the Bundela Thakur. Dacoity is not looked on as a moral crimo, but is 
still regarded rather as rebellion than robbery. In 1890 it grew so rife that regular 
troops wore employed for some time in its suppression. The Bundela is unfortu¬ 
nately impatient of discipline and is consequently not enlisted for the native army, 
the most satisfactory outlet for tho energies of a population inclinod to be turbulent. 

16. The annexed statement shows the extent of rent law litigation in the Statement of litigation, 
subdivision since 1882-83. The statement does oot need analysis but shows at a 
glance that the landlords and tenantry of Bundelkhand are not litigious. 

5l 

















































( 18 ) 


General sketch < f sur¬ 
vey and settlement 
operations. 


Number of cases instituted in yean— 


Nature of suit ot application. 


Under section 93, Act XII of 1681 {if. Act .If 
e/1859). 

Arrears of rent ... ... (section 93a) 

Ejectment ... ... (section 936) 

Cancelinent of lease ... ... (section 98u) 

Compensation for or to prohibit eject- (section 93c) 

meut or oaucelment of lease. 

Eecovory of or compensation for (section 93c/) 
excess of rent. 

Compensation for withholding receipt (section 93c) 
Connected with distraint ... (section 93/*) 

By landlords for arrears of revenue (section 93^) 
By co-sharors for share of profits or (section 93A) 
settlement of account. 

By muafidars for arrears of revenue (section 93i) 
By tuluqd&rs for arrears of revenue (section 93;') 
By eo-sharers for arrears of revenue (section 934 > 
from a defaulting co-sharer. 

Total of suits under section 93 

Under teeticn 93 Act XII of 1881 (c/. Act X 
e/lBSO). 

Determination of tenure ... ... (95a) 

.Resumption of grants ... (95c) 

Determination of value of crops (section 32) (95y) 

Determination of rent ... ... (954) 

Compensation for improvements (95/) 

Enhancement or determination of rent ... (95/) 
Compensation for wrongful dispossession... (95 m) 
Recovery of occupancy ... ... (95n) 

Abatement of rent ... ... (95o) 

Lease and determination of rent of lease or (9 op) 
counterpart. 

Production of patwari accounts ... (954) 

Crop appraisement ... ... (9oi) 

Deposit of rent ... ... (054) 

To divide the holding of an ex-proprietary \95j) 
tenant (section 7). 

To survey land (section 22 a) ... (95r) 

To declare notice of relinquishment invalid (95s) 
(section 33a). 

To take out of deposit any amount depo- (936) 
sited (section 5o«). 

Application from landholder to eject (95 d) 
tenants with rights (soctiou 35). 

Application from landholder tj hive a (95<1) 
notice served on a tenant-at-will (sec¬ 
tion 36). 

Application made by a tenant under (95e) 

section 39 . 

Application by a landholder for assistance (95/) 
to eject a lenant-at-wi]l (section 40). 

Total number of suits instituted under sec¬ 
tion 95. 
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The figures for 1891-92, 1892-93 and 1893-94 are not available. 


17. The subdivision was cadastral!/ surveyed in 1303 Fasli and 1304 Fnsli, 
1303 FasJi is the year of record for the Lalitpur tahsll and the Btinpur parganaof the 
Mahroni lahsfl and 13C-1 Fasli for the Mahroui and Maranra parganas of the 
Mahroni tahsll. The Lalitpur tahsll, 982'29 square miles in area, was inspected by 
Mr. Goudge, Assistant Settlement Officer, and myself in 1304 Fasli. In addition to 
inspection of the village we had work connected with famine relief. From April 
1807 till the end of September 1897, we were both practically entirely occupied with 
famine relief work, and, as no patwftris could be called from their villages in conse¬ 
quence of their famine work, the office work was seriously delayed and the cost of 
operations increased by the entertainment of a large staff of muharrirs. The comple¬ 
tion of the assessments of the Lalitpur tahsfl was accomplished after wo were froe 
from famine work and delayed our commencing inspection work in Mahroni tahsll. 
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The area of Mnhroni tahsil was, however, only 820-G3 square miles'and its inspection 
was completed by the end of February 1898. From April 1898 till August 18981 
officiated as Collector of Jli&nsi and only had leisure to generally supervise the Lalit- 
pnr Settlement office and subsequently took six weeks' privilege leave. Mr. Goudge 
left tho settlement in October 1898 to take charge of the Almora district, from which 
charge ho submitted the last of the assessment roports—that of pargaaa Banpnr. The 
method of settlement adopted in this subdivision was that there should bo np 
verification of the papers but that they should be prepared with special care by the 
Survey Department. This method was modified by a verification of sir lands in 
irrigated lands under the Board’s orders. Both the Assistant Settlement Officer and 
myself verified the jamabandls as far as possible at the time of inspection of nearly 
all the villages inspected ; and the unverified khewats, on being carefully checked by 
the previous settlement khewat, and the mutation register wore in many oases prepared 
practically afresh. A verification of all revenue-free and favoured tenures was made 
by the Assistant Settlement Officer and myself. 


18. Below is appended a statement showing the cost of settlement operations 
exclusive of survey :—■ 


Year. 

Salaries of 
officers. 

i 

Establishment. 

! 

Allowances. 

Process 

servers. 

Contingencies. 

Total. 


Bs. 

1 

a, p. 

Bs. 

a# 

P- 

Bs. 

a. 

P- 

Be. a. 

p. 

Bs. a, p. 

R a. a. 

P- 

1896-97 ... 

11,824 

3 11 

4,662 

9 

3 

1,314 

5 

0 

248 2 

5 

2,405 10 11 

19,954 15 

6 

1897-98 ... 

19.433 

O 1 

0,058 

2 

5 

1,697 

3 

o 1 

395 10 

6 

6,055 12 4 

37,139 12 

4 

1898-99 ... 

17,711 

9 7 

9,185 

7 

7 

515 

12 

3 

391 13 

0 

4,303 14 9 

32,108 9 
938 3 

2 

18S9-1900 ... 

272 

6 2 

533 

0 

9 

105 

12 

0 

26 10 

8 

... 

7 

Total 

48,771 

3 u 

23,439 10 

0 

3,633 

0 

3 

1,032 4 

7 j 

13,265 6 0 

90,141 8 

7 


The incidence per square mile on total area comos to Rs. 50 only, but tho 
incidence per square mile on cultivation is Rs. 208-6-0, a very high figure. Most of 
the work was done by tho agency of Covenanted Civilians. 


Tho immediate result of the settlement is a decrease of Rs. 9,134-1-7,and the 
final result will be an increase of Rs. 12,298-3-5. It is impossible to say with any 
certainty when the full domaud will be imposed, but estimating that it be onforced 
practically in full from 10 years hence the settlement cannot bo described as a finan¬ 
cial success. The salaries of officers comprise the pay of the Settlement Officor for 
22 mouths, Assistant Settlement Officer for 19 mouths - and of a Sottloment Deputy 
Collector for 17 mouths. Fart of the Assistant Settlement Officer’s time was taken 
up with Forest Settlement in 1898, but none of his pay wasdebited to that head. The 
establishment charges were considerably augmented by the entertainment of imiharrirs 
for 8 months in 1S97 to take the placo of the patwdris of the subdivision who were 
detained on famine work in their circles. The above statement of cost includes all 
expenditure up to the end of March. The expenditure in April will be insignificant. 

19. The following explanatory notes may be found useful in the perusal of 
the combined appendices :— 

APPENDIX I. 

Column 2.—The decrease in total ai-ea is a consequence of the exclusion of 
Government forests. 

Column 12.—The increase in culturable area is caused by the inclusion of land 
classed as 'barren’ at last settlement in the culturable area at the present settlement. 

Column 17.—The total irrigated area does not correspond witli that of Appen¬ 
dix VII for reasons explained in paragraph 13 of the report. 

Appendix HI. 

Column 9.—The large decrease in sir area in the year of verification is the 
result of a more correct record. 

Column 13.—The rent-free area has been swollen by tho addition of tho 
unrented ‘naugir ’ or newly cultivated land referred to in paragraph 10 of this report. 


Cost of settlement 
operations. 


The combined appen¬ 
dices. 
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Appendix VII. 

The out-of-holdings area referred to in these appendices refers to plotB or 
villages assessed to a normal demand on their capacities, which system required the 
inclusion in assets of a valuation of fallow which under normal circumstances would 
he within holdings and cultivated. 

The revenue demands of this report and of the appendices are those of the 
original demands sanctioned by Government. The alterations effected by appeals 
will be insignificant. 

Coucltuioa. 20. In conclusion it remains for me to acknowled ge the services of officers 

associated with mo in the settlement. I have referred to Mr. Gondge’a services in 
the covering note on the Banpur assessment report, and I quote from that report 
here. “ As this is the last report of Mr. Goudge’s that I shall submit, I tako the 
w opportunity of acknowledging the care, assiduity, and zeal with which Mr. Goudge 
" performed his duties as Assistant Settlement Officer, and the loyal assistance he has 
" given mo in the settlement in every way. Coming to the subdivision with but little 
“ knowledge of the revenuo system of the plains of India, he mastered its details in a 
“ very short time and has proved himself an efficient Settlement Officer.” 

Munshi Narain Daas was employed in the verification of sfr and in miscellane¬ 
ous work for 17 months. He shewed himself to be a thoroughly efficient and hard¬ 
working Settlement Deputy Collector. 

I have in previous reports mentioned Mr. Bedford's servicos as Survey offioer. 
His difficulties in the survey and record preparation in 1303 Fasli, a year of famine 
and severe epidemios, can hardly be exaggerated and it was only by his devotion to 
duty that the work was kept going. 

I have to acknowledge the cordial co-operation of all the Collectors of Jhfiusi 
in settlement work when freedom from the exigencies of famine administration gave 
them a free hand to aid the settlement, and also my indebtedness to Mr. Meston’s 
Jhfinsi Settlement Report for assistance in compiling this report. 

Baba Lalta Prasad was Head Clerk during practically the whole of the settle¬ 
ment operations and gave every satisfaction. 

Babu Sarat Chandra Dcy supervised the reduced office at the end of the 
operations. He is fully qualified for the post of Head Clerk. Munshi Gurdinl Singh, 
Sadar Munsarim, is a valuable official, clear-headed, accurate’and experienced, and has 
shewn great skill in the management of a very irresponsible lot of patwdris. 

M. Imaraullah Khan has worked hard as my peshkdr and has been employed in 
many miscellaneous duties outside the ordinary work of a pesbkiir. 

II. J. HO ARE, C. S., 

Settlement Officer. 



Appendix I .—Comparative Area Statement. 
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AppendixllI. — Rent-rolls and collections 
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Appendix IV .—Arm table and verified rent-roll. 

Lft 3 t SoUlement. '_ I n n'nt (.year i»f vm mention)- 
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Appendix VI .—Comparative Crop Statement. 
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Appekdix VII.— Corrected Rekt-Roee. —Total of Lalitpur subdivision, complete mahdls only. 
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AJrrFN'Dix VII.—Coehecteb Eext-Role— (continued).—Combined Statement of resumed rnudf plots assessed at half jama in Lalitpur subdivision. 
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Appendix VII_ Corrected Rent-RoiX _ {continued).—Combined Statement of revenue-free plots in Laiitpur subdivision. 
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